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BUSINESS VALUE ACCOUNT

rLUS

CRORE

Inventory
Insurance

New Benefits

® Free Funds Transfer &
Interbank Funds Transfer

e Free ATM Transactions
from Other Banks' ATMs

Plus Benefits

® ATM Snatching Insurance
@ Business Inventory Insurance
e Free Cheque Books

e Free PayPak Debit Card

e Free Pay Orders

e Free Intercity Transactions

« Tesrres and Condions apply

ZABARDAST BANK - BEMISAAL SERVICE

3011177777 SILKBANK >

vankp! Yes we can
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Now Introduces 3 - 5 Pieces New Design Trolly Bags With Small Beauty Case Different Colour
Original Fiber Material JIAN LUGGAGE Is The Best Way For Travelling
Also Deals in Shawls , Kashmir Shalws, Pashmina, Embroidery
Shahtoosh, Kalamkar & Jamawar

W

Address: Adullah Haroon Road Opp- Hotel Metropole.
Ph: 92 21 3568664142 Fax: 92 21 35684349
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Prime Real Estate, Worldwide!

Marketing(Pvt)Ltd.
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Invest In Unforgettable
Travel Expevriences

= Air Ticket
(#) VISA Processing
%2 Tour Packages
# Hotel Booking
« Car Rentals

it o ¥ -2l R _ b+
'A? PO[_AN| = Mr. Abdul Jabbar Mr. Arsalan
DDIVATF L IMITFD 0333-215%420 0345-9996683

09 W\ sonal 2



GFS

BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS Villas

INVEST IN YOUR
FUTURE TODAY!

ONE UNIT VILLAS

125z

YEARS
PAYMENT PLAN

DHA CITY SECTOR 14 B

0800-43700

0302-8255578 | 0301-1155760

O@BUILDERSGFS | WWW.GFSBUILDERS.COM.PK

20240253 el 10
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Political situation in India before the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
FrKaran Sawhny
Mearly ten years after Modi was sworn in as Prime Minister, India appears more polarized than it has ever been.
This is so despite the BJP winning last month's state elections and forming governmenis in Rajasthan, Rajasthan and Chaitisgarh,
States in North-Central India, which the BJP had lost power five years earlier. The Congress received approximately 40% of the votes cast
last month in all three states , 2.2% less than the BJP in Rajasthan, about 4% less than the BIP in Chattisgarh both of which it had ruled
for the last five years and 7% less than the BIP in Madhya Pradesh where it's government fell afier defections were engineered by a
prominent Congress politician from the State. A major reason for these defeats was the refusal of the Congress to reach political
understandings with smaller parties, most of whom had only marginal support. It was only in the southern state of Telenga that the
Congress was able to defeat the BJP convincingly. Taking all the four states together the Congress won nearly one million more votes
than the BJP in last month's elections.
India's polarization between Hindu hardliners and the "secular’ parties intensified thirty five years ago after the BJP had been reduced to
two seats in India’s 543 seat lower house of Parliament in the December 1984 elections held after Indira Gandh's assasination.
The BJP decided it needed to transform itself into a party championing Hindu nationalism in order to win power and adopted a stridently
anti-secular and anti-minorities line. A popular movement was promoted to build a temple in Ayodhya on the site ol a 450 year old
mosque after first demolishing it.
A continuous series of communally charged incidents were provoked resulting in violence for nearly six vear until the mosque was
demolished by a communally charged mob in Dec. 1992,
The BIJP's manifesto sought voters' support, by promising to fulfil a 'Hindutva' oriented program including the Temple project, which
was in violation
of the country’s laws and prohibited by the Indian Constitution. The election laws strictly prohibited an appeal to religion.
Meanwhile the BIP had significantly increased the seats it won in both the 1989 & 1991 Lok Sabha elections. This was seen as a
challenge by almost every other party - regional or national, who were more careful about seeking votes on the basis of religion,

Modi has several strengths:
1.) There are significant numbers of people who are in sympathy with the RSS' ideology and who respond positively 1o the narratives
promoted by it. They constitute the Sangh Parivar, vote for the BJP and are the core voting block for this party . They are not significant
in South India except in Karnataka. Many express anti-muslim sentiments and now also anti-Christian sentiments. Modi is identified as
the leader of this bloc , almost entirely made up of Hindus in most of the rest of the States now including Assam. They represent 309 +
of all voters.
2.) From October 2001 when he was made Chief Minister of Gujarat by the RSS despite never having been elected to any legislature
Modi has ‘delivered’ on the RSS agenda, particularly after the Godhra railway carriage conflagration. BJP also won the Gujarat State
elections in 2002, 2007 & 2012 under his leadership confirming that he was perceived by a plurality of the State's voters as the leader
they trusted. Undoubtedly his administrations 'delivered' on the priorities of Gujaratis during that time.
3.) The BIP itself changed during these years. If Godhra had not happened it's quite likely that Modi would not have been
...would not have been a significant national figure but Godhra and Modi's response to it turned him into a national figure and polarized
the BIP as well as the country.
4.) The UPA Governments' successes began from 2009-2010 to be vitiated by dissatisfaction about corruption, the role of the dynasty
and the perception that the country's response to terrorism was feeble and inadequate. This last was compared by many with Modi's
actions in Gujarat in 2002,
3.) Modi turned out to be an effective communicator and in particular the less well off as well as the poor related to his speeches,
posturing and promises positively as against the unimaginative campaign of the UPA and particularly the Congress in 2013-4. The fact
that his spoken English was not fluent because an advantage fuelled by the deep resentments caused by the advantage that those who
spoke English well seemed to have, including in the Congress party itself.
.not fluent became an advantage..
6.) The plethora of welfare oriented schemes targeted at the poor, Modi had promoted in Gujarat and in nearly ten years as Prime
Minister coupled by his common touch with the common people convinced many voters outside the traditional Hindutva vote bank to
respond positively to his his high pressure political campaigns in India's never ending politicking both in the States and national
elections.
7.} His greatest weaknesses have been and are that his political career is founded on creating divisions in Indian society and egomania in
the form of a promoting a personality cult and arrogance born out of personal insecurities reflected in inability to accept criticism and
dissent. He has attempted to stifle free speech, the courts and the rights of other political parties to raise resources . Al the same time
those who backed him from his Gujarat days have had extraordinary support such that some have reached the status of the global super
rich,
8.) In order to project a perception of his global importance fantasies are disseminated both about the country as well as Modi himself.
Certain actions have been taken, ostensibly to create a strongman image, which have backfired on the country and include not just the
boast in Parliament that India would take back Ladakh as well as the alleged interference in the Sikh diaspora settled in Canada, the USA,
the UK and other countries. What would be best dealt with quictly by professional diplomats has been blown into serious crises .
Similarly the foolishness of identifying India with Netanyahu's Israel when Indian interests lie in good relations with the world's Muslims
without even considering that there are 200 million Indian Muslim citizens.
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